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Academic Awards Ceremony  

 



 

Honorary Students,  

 
It is with great pleasure to share this 

memorable evening with you. Teachers, com-

munity leaders  and administration have all 

agreed to the awards  being presented to you 

to recognize your academic and civic achieve-

ments.  
All of you are change agents. The 

more you accomplish the more you 

can change.  

Congratulations to you on your accom-
plishments. 

  

Sincerely,  

Nottingham Administration 

  David Maynard, Principal  

  Ken Baxter, Vice-Principal  

  Lynanne  De Tore, Vice-Principal  

  Jolene Todd, Vice-Principal  

  Greg Jones, Dean of Students  



 

 

CONGRATULATIONS 

 NOTTINGHAM BULLDOGS 
 

 

 

Thank you staff, students and parents for your 
support! 

 It is your dedication to academic excellence  

that has made this evening so unforgettable. 

The Administrative Team 

 

      Awards Night Program  
 

     Masters of  Ceremony 

         Mr. Mark Austin and Mrs. Jessica Terry 

 

 

Principal’s Address 

Principal David Maynard 
 

 

 

Junior Awards 
 

 

 

 

Senior Academy Awards 

 

 

 

 

 

  “Learning is not attained by chance.  It must be 
sought for with ardor and attended to with        

diligence. 
       ~Abigail Adams  



 

JUNIOR BOOK AWARDS 
BAUSCH & LOMB SCIENCE AWARD  
Recipient – Richard Llanos  
The Bausch & Lomb Science Award recognizes the junior student at 

Nottingham who has attained high scholastic standing in science 

subjects. The winner of this award is eligible to apply to become a 

University of Rochester Bausch & Lomb Scholar and carries with it a 

scholarship, the minimum amount being $30,000.00.  

CHATHAM  AWARD 
Recipient– Arianna Paradine 
This  award is presented  to  a high school junior who has shown 
a passion for the environment and an interest in writing. 
 

CLARKSON ACHIEVEMENT AWARD  
Recipient– Rochelle Bullock 
This junior exhibits strong academics, shows community              

involvement, has been involved in a variety of activities and         

leadership roles, and is in the top 15% of their class. Recognizing 

these traits, the student will be awarded $9,000 a year towards     

tuition at Clarkson in a field of engineering, business, science or   

liberal arts.  

 

CLARKSON LEADERSHIP AWARD  
Recipient– Breanna Nieves Vergara 
This award is presented to a junior demonstrating outstanding 

leadership qualities, a positive contributor to school and community, 

ranks in the top 15% of the class. The student is awarded $11,000.00 

per year if student enrolls at Clarkson. 

 

CLARKSON SCHOOL SCHOLARS AWARD 
Recipient– Patrick McCarthy 
This award is presented to a junior that is enrolled in an ac-
celerated high school program and is ranked in the top 15% of 
their class. 

 
STILL I RISE 

 
 

You may write me down in history 
With your bitter, twisted lies. 

You may tread me in the very dirt 
But still, like dust, I’ll rise. 

 
Does my sassiness upset you? 

Why are you beset with gloom? 
‘Cause I walk like I’ve got oil wells 

Pumping in my living room. 
 

Just like moons and like suns, 
With the certainty of tides, 
Just like springing high, 

Still I’ll rise. 
 

Did you want to see me broken? 
Bowed head and lowered eyes? 

Shoulders falling down like teardrops.  
Weakened by my soulful cries. 

 
Does my haughtiness offend you?  

Don't you take it awful hard 
'Cause I laugh like I've got gold mines 

Diggin' in my own back yard. 
 

You may shoot me with your words, 
You may cut me with your eyes, 

You may kill me with your hatefulness, 
But still, like air, I'll rise. 

 
Does my sexiness upset you?  
Does it come as a surprise 

That I dance like I've got diamonds 
At the meeting of my thighs?  

 
Out of the huts of history's shame 

I rise 
Up from a past that's rooted in pain 

I rise 
I'm a black ocean, leaping and wide, 

Welling and swelling I bear in the tide. 
Leaving behind nights of terror and fear 

I rise 
Into a daybreak that's wondrously clear 

I rise 
Bringing the gi s that my ancestors gave, 
I am the dream and the hope of the slave. 

I rise 
I rise 
I rise. 

 
    



 

REFLECTIONS….  

 
 

Sylvere Nshimiye 
College: Onondaga Community College 
Major: Electrical Engineering  
Reflection: It has been a great time attending Nottingham 
High School.  During my time at Nottingham, I had an           
opportunity to meet new people and make new friends. I also 
had an opportunity to get  better with my academics and plan 
for my future.  I really enjoyed my time at Nottingham. Ten 
years from now I’ll be working as an Engineer. 
 
Joshua Butler 
College: Syracuse University 
Major: Environmental Engineering 
Reflection: Nottingham is the best school in the city, but I’d    
never have guessed it when I first got here. I’ve had many      
different opportunities that I wouldn’t have had elsewhere. I was 
able to take many different advanced placement and SUPA 
courses. The diversity here has made me a well-rounded person, 
I have no idea what I’d be like had I  not come here. Coming 
here my freshman year I had no idea what I’d be leaving with 
now.  Ten years from now I’ll have hopefully have started a 
wonderful family.  
 

Tanaw Htoo 
College: SUNY New Paltz 
Major: Computer Engineering  
Reflection: At Nottingham High School, I had a lot of fun being 
here. It makes me into a more open-minded person. The best 
thing I like about this high school is there diversity. Why is this, 
the best thing for me? Well by having a lot of diversity, I was 
able to learn more about other cultures and their traditions. In      
Nottingham, there is a multi-cultural fair which I absolutely 
love because I was able to try different food from different 
countries. Ten years from now I want to work for a          
company.    
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

DARTMOUTH COLLEGE AWARD  
   Recipient– Sierra DeAngelo 

   The Dartmouth College Award is presented  to a junior who has  

demonstrated intellectual leadership and made a positive contribution 

to the extra-curricular life of Nottingham High School. 

 

   FREDERICK DOUGLAS and SUSAN B. ANTHONY AWARD  
   Recipient-  Cooper Breed &  Natale DiFlorio 

This award is given to a student who demonstrates commitment to  

understanding and addressing difficult social issues, shows leadership 

and dedication to community action and has strong grades and rigor-

ous courses in the humanities and social sciences.  

 
   GEORGE EASTMAN AWARD  
   Recipient–  Sophia Nash 

  This award recognizes outstanding achievement by high school juniors 

in leadership and  academics. Upon admission to the University of    

Rochester, the student will be considered for a yearly $7500            

scholarship.  

 

    HARVARD BOOK AWARD  
   Recipient– Francesca  Giardine 

The Harvard Book Award is given to the individual from the junior 

class who exemplifies excellence in scholarship and high character 

combined with achievement in other fields.  

 

LE MOYNE COLLEGE AWARD  
Recipient– Muhialdain Muhialdain 
The Le Moyne College Award is presented  to a junior who is "reaching     

for the Heights."  This award provides a Certificate of Recognition and a 

$7500.00 annual scholarship to Le Moyne College.  



 

 

NOTTINGHAM LEADERSHIP AWARD RECIPIENTS 

  December Aung Alexander Freeman 

Marissa Barnett Erick Houck 

Salah Hosheshi Elisabeth Osei-Kwame 

Yanira  Johnson Kathleen Willard 

Leonardo Veliz        

             

The Nottingham Leadership Award is given to members of the Junior 

Class that  value scholarship, leadership, responsibility, concern for others 

and have made contributions to the school and/or community.   

 

 

RENSSELAER POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE  MATH AND  
SCIENCE AWARD  
Recipient– Katrina Tillapaugh 
This award is given to a junior who has demonstrated excellent              

proficiency in the areas of math and science. This award is worth $15,000 

a year.  

 
  
 

ROCHESTER INSTITUTE OF TECHNOLOGY  
Recipients– Julian Velandia  & Bhuwan Basnet( Computing) 
        Sydney Cardarelli-Clark & Ema Furuya (Innovation) 
This is a computing metal award. It is presented to a student, interested 

in the field of information technology.  The candidates have achieved 

high academic standing and the award is worth $3,000  per year at RIT. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mazaher Kaila 
College: Undecided 
Major: Engineering 
Reflection: It will always be hard to reflect on your school when 
you are a senior because of course you’re going to hate it. The 
teachers never ran out of assignments, they made sure I didn't get 
enough sleep, my fellow classmates also made sure to make walk-
ing through these hallways a prison that this place is. All of that 
made a huge impact on my life, these were all obstacles I faced for 
4 years in a row. Anyways, besides being here for so long, I great-
ly value my 4 years. It was different, it wasn't a typical high school 
that you see on TV, we are diverse, we are a family, we take initia-
tive, we speak our minds, and take a stand when we need to. Well, 
at least that’s what I was taught to do. I’ve came across a ton of 
great adults that take initiative and value the students education. I 
have never encountered any of the rumors I used to hear about 
Nottingham and what went on in the school. I feel that I definitely 
came to this school and defined who I am. I’ve been involved in 
sports for 4 years,  government for 4 years, in many different 
clubs, I participated in a ton of things that this school has to offer. 
To me that’s a change, running events, and making them happen, 
Mr. Maynard has to love me by now. But, most importantly this 
school made me who I am, because I explored everything I was 
able too. Thank You  Nottingham.  In 10 Years: I have several 
goals and accomplishments that I want to reach in the next ten 
years. I want to become a lawyer. To become this profession it 
generally takes about six to 7 years of education; therefore, I 
see myself in ten years I should already have both my bache-
lors degree and my juris doctor degree.. After graduating from 
college I would like to move to a bigger state perhaps Califor-
nia or Florida in huge popular cities like Miami or L.A  and 
start my career as a criminal defense lawyer. A few years into 
my job and making good money I would like to do what most 
girls dream of and that’s get married, start a family, and I 
would also like to travel on my free time.  

 

 

 

 



 

REFLECTION….. 

Azar Abdulkadir  
College: Hamline University  
Major: Forensic Psychology and Pre-Med 
Reflection: Six years ago today, I lived in a place that did not al-
low women to be individuals. We did not have our own identity. 
All women were allowed to do was clean the house, raise children, 
and make the men happy. We were told what to wear, how to talk, 
and who to marry. We never had a voice or a choice. Never in a 
billion years would I have imagined that I would get an education, 
let alone go to college. To tell you the truth, I was one of the lucky 
girls who had a family behind me and was supporting me.  Many 
people my age did not have that at the time. My family is the    
reason I am where I am today, they are my backbone. Nothing I 
do can ever be enough to repay them for believing in me and            
supporting me. Coming to the United States I experienced wonder-
ful things I never imagined of ever doing.  I went to school without 
the fear of my life being in constant danger. I sat in a classroom 
with teachers and students who were willing to accept me and 
teach me for who I am. I never knew that such a thing was even 
possible. I grew up believing that I would never break free of the 
shackles I was in, never get the chance to truly live and learn. 
Here I am now, six years later getting ready  to graduate high 
school and enter college. As this chapter in my life comes to an 
end, I am ready for the challenges, joy, and the sadness that waits 
for me in the future. Ten years from now I see myself in a hos-
pital room, helping people and changing their future. I will be 
a dermatologist and a forensic psychologist. I want to go all 
over the world and help young woman realize that anything is 
possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

SAGE AWARD 

Recipients-Sarah Bennett & Kodie Hayes 

The Student Sage Award is a prestigious recognition that honors 
two outstanding students from the school community that help 
to make the school an engaging place of learning.  

 

 

ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE    

Recipients– MeiLin Luzadis & Timothy Willard 

This book is awarded to both a female and male junior with high 

academic standing who have sustained a sincere commitment to 

community and leadership qualities for the past three years.  

  

 

  

SWARTHMORE COLLEGE BOOK AWARD  
Recipient-  Suzanne MacPherson 
This award is offered to recognize academic passion and 
outstanding  leadership for a special junior student. 

 

 

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY AWARD  
Recipient-  Allison Barrett 
This award is given to a high school junior who has demonstrated 
both a commitment to academic excellence and a dedication to 
community involvement in service to the public good. 
 
 
 
 

“You make the world a better place by making yourself a 
better person” 

       ~Scott Sorrell 

s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

MARIST COLLEGE 
Recipient—Janae Roberts 
This award is given to a junior who excels in computer science,  
mathematics, has an interest in computer technology , a history 
of community service and is able to gain admission into the col-
lege on their own merit.   
 
 

MOUNT HOLYOKE AWARD 
Recipient-Nadya Eades 
The Mount Holyoke Colleges Award is given to a talented young 

woman with a high academic record that shows the qualities of 

leadership and community. 

 

 

WELLESLEY COLLEGE AWARD  
Recipient– Valerie Hartman-Souder 

This award is given to a junior female who has achieved academic  

excellence and has provided service to their school and community.  

 

 

WELLS COLLEGE LEADERSHIP AWARD  
Recipient– Cassandra Guigne 
This award is presented to an outstanding female junior demon-

strating leadership qualities. She must have a 90% average or bet-

ter in a college preparatory program and participates in a variety 

of extracurricular activities.  She will be awarded $5,000.00 per 

year if she enrolls at Wells.  

 

 

YALE UNIVERSITY BOOK AWARD  
Recipient– Lucy Purnine 
This award is presented to a junior with outstanding personal 
character,  intellectual promise, and a superior academic record. 

 

Samixchha Raut 
College: Rochester Institute of Technology 
Major: Biology: Health profession 
Reflection: Before coming to Nottingham High School, I went to 
Sanderson High school in Raleigh, North Carolina. I went to Sand-
erson High for my freshmen and sophomore years. I was a junior 
when I first came to Nottingham. Moving to Syracuse and trying to 
assimilate into a totally new school environment was tough but it 
was worth it. I love the diversity of Nottingham High, it is great to 
come to school where there are other students from my home 
which is Nepal. My counselor, Mrs. Holden, helped me a lot during 
those tough days till my senior year. There is no doubt about how 
helpful she is. It is very nice to go to school with people who have 
similar backgrounds as mine. Back in NC, I only took one college 
level course because I felt like I did not have the potential to take 
more than one. But in here, I'm taking all college level courses and 
I'm excelling in all of the classes that I'm taking. My parents are 
thrilled by seeing my progress and I'm happy to see my parents be-
coming proud of me. I can also see my improvements and how I 
have grown into a totally different person, smarter and more     
mature than before.  After seeing my grades in my college level 
classes, I gained more self-esteem and I can see my potential to do 
more challenging things in my life. The Nottingham Staff are more 
like friends than teachers and they are willing to stay after for ex-
tra help, which I appreciate a lot. Ten years from now I will have 
a professional career in medical field. I will be a successful per-
son living a happy life. I will probably be doing some research 
on health issues (diseases, sickness) by traveling to different 
countries and helping those in need.  

Audria Payne 
College: SUNY @ Albany 
Major: Pre-Medical/ Biology 
Reflection: When I moved here from Tennessee, I didn't expect to en-
counter such a diverse enviroment. My first experience of the diversi-
ty was the Multicultural Festival that has gone on for years. I have 
never seen anything like it before and it has made my high school 
experience more rewarding. Although high school is a struggle to get 
through, I got through it with my close friends that I will know for 
years to come. Nottingham has given me so many opportunities to 
expand my education, further my volunteering, and bring me closer 
to my educational and personal goals. I will remember all the good 
memories that I have made here and I will cherish them forever.  Ten 
years from now I will hopefully be in my second year residency on 
my way to becoming a medical examiner. 

 



 

REFLECTIONS…. 

 

Silvio Caroli 
  College: SUNY ESF 
  Major: Environmental Studies 

Reflection: I took a wide variety of different classes in high school.  
Environmental fields require skills in science, math, social studies, 
and ELA.  I am a well-rounded student.  Ten years from now I'll be 
working for either the NYSDEC or the EPA. 
 

Noora Hosheshi 
College: Onondaga Community College 
Major: Math & Science 
Reflection: During my time at Nottingham, I have learned many  
different things—both academically and about life in general. My 
experience here has definitely prepared me for college and given 
me the skills I will need to succeed while there. For this, I am    
grateful that I have been a student at Nottingham High School. I 
want thank all my teachers for helping me become a better        
student.  In ten years I'll be a Pharmacist. 
 
Jabril Moore 
College: University at Buffalo 
Major: Psychology 
Reflection: During my four years at Nottingham High School, I've 
been able to overcome many of my insecurities and have grown 
into a better person. I feel that my experiences here have prepared 
me to take on even bigger responsibilities in college.  Ten years 
from now I'll be: A 27-year-old counselor helping others get 
through any struggles they could be facing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   ARMED SERVICE AWARDS 
 

 AIR FORCE SCHOLAR ATHLETE 

Recipients-Jaleya Bryant & Cheiron Thomas 

 

AIR FORCE TECHNOLOGY 

 Recipients– Xavier Boyer & Kamille Davis 

 

            AIR FORCE MATH & SCIENCE 

 Recipients– Kayla Turner & Daucyona Hinds 

 

US ARMY SCHOLAR ATHLETE 

 Recipients– Nathan Knight & Aliyah Wade 

             Award is presented to one male and one female that has shown  

              excellence inside the classroom and on the athletic fields.  

 

              US ARMY S.T.A.R. AWARD 

              Recipient- Matthew Quinn 

 
             This award is presented to a student  that has represented 
              the attributes of a leader and has gone above and beyond to better  

 themselves and their community. 
 
 

“Don’t tell me the sky’s the limit when there are footsteps on the moon.” 
                                                                              ~Anonymous 



 

2015 Scholastic Art Awards 
 
 

December Aung-Gold Key 
“Summer Breeze”  -Sculpture 

 

 

Sydney Cardarelli-Gold Key 
“Syria: The Deluge of War”-Fashion 

 

 

Ema Furuya-Gold Key 
“The Dream Eaters”-Comic Art 

 

 

Ema Furuya-Silver Key 
“Lapinly”-Sculpture 

 

 

December Aung–Honorable Mention 
“Tea and Crumpets”-Ceramics and Glass 

 

 

Gretchen Horst– Honorable Mention 
“Sunflowers in Spain”-Mixed Media 

 

 
Mirela Kasumovic-Honorable Mention 
“zmaj”-Ceramics and Glass 

 

 
Lilac O’Brien 
College: Ithaca College 
Major: Photography and Cinema 
Reflection: William Nottingham High School is a place where the 
learning goes beyond the classroom. I am so grateful for the lessons I 
have learned here that will translate in the “real world.” The diversity 
in culture, character, and values in this body of students creates the 
best education possible. Nottingham is a microcosm of the world. I 
would like to thank all of my teachers, guidance counselors, friends, 
and my family for giving me a wholesome high school experience. In 
ten years, I will have hopefully gained more knowledge on the 
people and natural wonders of the world through photography 
and travel. 

Fatuma Bile 
Le Moyne college 
Major: Biology Health Professions 
Reflection: During my years at Nottingham I have had memorable 
experiences. There were good times and bad times, in addition to 
learning, the most rewarding of all was meeting new people of 
whom many will for sure be my life long friends. Math and science 
courses have sparked and showed my full potential in the field of 
biology. I will always remember the moments of joy and happiness 
and the moments of sadness at Nottingham. I will forever be a Bull-
dog.  Ten years from now I will be a successful physician and 
help my Country. 

Samar Al-any 
College: Syracuse University  
Major: Psychology  

   Reflection: My four years at Nottingham, not only helped me aca-
demically but also allowed me to grow as a person. I have learned 
to be more independent and confident. The diverse population gave 
me the unique opportunity to learn more and understand  the dif-
ferent cultures within the Nottingham community. The knowledge I 
have gained from this experience allowed me to better understand 
people and their view points, which is a very important skill to have 
when it comes to being in the "real" world. I am very Glad and 
Thankful that I will be a Nottingham graduate. it is a community 
that has encouraged and supported me academically and emotion-
ally.  Not only does the community allow for excellence but the staff 
and members of the community are committed to their students' 
education.  In ten years I will still be attending medical school 
and hopefully starting my own family. 



 

REFLECTIONS…… 
 

Sarabeth Erdman 
College: Franklin & Marshall College 
Major: Animal Behavior Studies 
Reflection: I could not, nor would I want to imagine going to a  
different high school. For all four years Nottingham has been a 
place I am proud to attend. Thanks to the staff and student body I 
have always felt comfortable being myself. Over my years here I 
have learned so much, met amazing, caring people, and taken part 
in a variety of clubs and activities. From cross country practice with 
my teammates to making costumes for the musicals, Nottingham 
has given me so many opportunities to flourish and grow. Although 
I will miss it, I am excited for next year and what the future holds. 
Ten years from now I'll be: In 10 years I will hopefully be doing 
something I love and traveling all over the world. I hope to be  
successful in college and go on to whatever is next. 
 
Mirela Kasumovic 
College: Syracuse University 
Major: Pre-Medicine 
Reflection: Coming to the U.S. as a child had to be the biggest 
challenge I faced growing up. Once I learned to speak English, I 
was determined to make my parents proud and in a sense give 
them something as a thanks for all they gave me. Nottingham has 
taught me so much about myself and I couldn't be more apprecia-
tive of the staff and students I've come to know. The diversity at the 
school has enabled me to see the world through a number of eyes 
not just my own. This alone will prepare me for my future endeav-
ors. Graduating from Nottingham is just the beginning; the next 
step is going to college and pursuing my dream of becoming a pe-
diatrician.  In ten years I will still be pursuing my doctorate at 
medical school.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Every child is an artist.  The problem is how 

to remain an artist once we grow up.” 
        ~Pablo Picasso 
 

 



 

  
 
 

 

 
 

SYRACUSE UNIVERSITY  

PROJECT ADVANCE  

RECOGNITION 

  
Raha Abdikarin 
Azar Abdulkadir* 
Fartun  Abdulkadir 
Hiadar Abdulwahed 
Falastin  Abukar 
Samiya Abukar 
Samar Alany* 
Ke'arra Allen 
Yasir Almafrachi 
Shay Amidon 
Rachel Arcaro 
Kofi Asare 
Benjamin Atkinson 
Kiarah Bailey 
Joshua Kenneth Balela 
Teaona  Ballard 
Jillian Barnes 
Marissa Barnett 
Allison Barrett 
Bhuwan Basnet 

Kalani Bell 
Christopher Benitez 
Sarah Bennett 
Keshab Bhattarai 
Fatuma Bile 
Keyshawn Blakes 
Xavier Boyer 
Dakarai Bravos-
Williams 
Cooper Breed 
Tierra Brooks 
Kahlil Brown 
Shaniah Brumfield 
Ariel Bryant 
Jaleya Bryant 
Elizabeth Buchanan 
Rochelle Bullock 
Joshua Butler 
Carlito Butts 
Chyanna Canada 
Mary Katherine Canny 

t 

-

e 

n 
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Mykolaj Suchy  
College: Yale 
Major: Ethnicity Race & Migration 
Reflection: I would like to thank my parents, Lida and Miso 
Suchy, for supporting me in my endeavors. Also, I would like to 
thank all the staff, teachers and students of Nottingham, who 
have made these four years a remarkable experience, and 
the Say Yes program for allowing us to dream high about      
education. In ten years I hope to be making positive           
contributions to the world and giving back to the community 
that has given me so much. Once a bulldog, always a bull-
dog.   

 

Alec Harris 
College: Rochester Institute of Technology 
Major: Mechanical Engineering 
Reflection: Nottingham has opened a lot of doors to opportuni-
ties for me through its staff, services, and extracurricular activi-
ties. I have made life-long friends and strong bonds to many  
fellow students and even staff. I am proud to be graduating 
from Nottingham and I will always be a Bulldog. 
Ten years from now I'll be: working as an engineer for a 
good company, and living my life to the fullest with my 
friends and family. 
 
 
Trufat Emanuel 
Syracuse University 
Mechanical Engineering 
Reflection: I've always wanted to try new things but I was real-
ly shy and afraid of change. Since attending Nottingham,  I've 
met lots of new people in school and through extracurricular 
activities.  Now I seek new experiences every day to expand my 
circle of friends. Ten years from now I'll be working on pro-
jects to help third world and developing countries.  
 



 

REFLECTIONS….. 
 
William Gorman                 
College: William Paterson University  
Major: Jazz Studies 
Reflection: High school is more than sitting and learning in a classroom. 
Nottingham is a crash course in humanity. My four years here have taught 
me more than I can write in these few lines, and for that, I am forever 
grateful. Do not be afraid to take chances, for there is no substitute for try-
ing. Do not be too busy to form relationships of all calibers. The most im-
portant thing I have learned at Nottingham is to be kind, because you have 
no idea what any one person’s story is.  Ten years from now I will be the 
organist for a church in New York City, a published arranger, and 
have a blossoming solo career. 

 
Kevin Kha 
College: Syracuse University 
Major:  Undecided-Possible Majors:  
Computer Science, Computer Engineering, or even Physics 
Reflection: I came from Florida and all of the schools I have been to    
in Florida have been outside schools. After moving back to Syracuse 
(I have been here in the past) it is unusual to be in an inside school 
that consist of one building. I have met very unique and wonderful 
people at Nottingham, other students and teachers and staff includ-
ed, and I have had a fun last two years of high school with my peers.  
Ten years from now I'll have a PhD and be in space or on another 
planet designing or coming up with new technology for the new 
planet. (Probably won't happen but I don't know what will happen 
in 10 years when my major is still undecided). 

 

Aleh Hosheshi 
College: Le Moyne College 
Major: Biology 
Reflection: Throughout my past four years, I have overcome many high 
school obstacles and challenging experiences that have helped shape me 
into the student that I am today. I have learned many things during 
my high school journey. This school’s cultural diversity allowed me to learn 
more about different cultures and it helped me meet new people who 
shared the same interests as me. The support that I got from my peers and 
school staff has helped me improve myself as a scholar.  Ten years from 
now I’ll be working in the medical field as a pediatrician. 
 

 

 
 

 

Raymond Capers 
Sydney Cardarelli-Clark 
Silvio Caroli 
Isaiah Carter 
Hae Kue Cay 
Jazmine Cheek 
Cadence Christian 
Hanif Clark 
Christian Cochran 
Alexius Coker 
Nyzira Coleman 
Jacee Cooper 
John Dacosta Jr. 
Trinece Dandrich 
Jakelle Davis 
Jania Davis 
Kamille Davis 
Sierra Deangelo 
Alen Delic 
Natale Diflorio 
Juliette Doughty-Wilder 
Carlos Echenique 
Kiah Edwards 
Robert Edwards 
Elizabeth Ellison 
Licea Emanuel 
Trufat Emanuel 
Sierra Endreny 
Sara Erdman* 
Octavia Essi 
Wahab Fakhri 
Dahabo Farah 
Kamara Felder 

Kaylee Fierke 
Francis Forte 
Aidan Franits 
Alexander Freeman 
Collin Frodelius 
Ema Furuya 
Terrell Gamble 
Joanatte Gheith 
Francesca Giardine 
Rhy'kale Glenn 
Brealle Glover 
Maurice Graves 
Cassandra Guigne 
Alec Harris* 
Kodie Hayes 
Kyra Hernandez 
Benjamin Hill 
Trevor Hines 
Aleh Hosheshi* 
Noora Hosheshi 
Eric Houck 
Tanaw Htoo 
Kannha Huon 
Anum Jasmin Islam 
Channon Jamison 
Jonathan Jenkins 
Jami Jiang 
Mariah Johnson 
Monay Johnson 
Najier Johnson 
Yanira Johnson 
Mazaher Kaila* 
Sattare Kasimi 



 

    

Mirela Kasumovic* 
Darian Kelly 
Kevin Kha* 
Marianne Knight 
Be Koa 
Cyan Lemon 
Richard Llanos 
Meilin Luzadis 
Jamarious Lyons 
Suzanne Macpherson 
Tyra Madera 
Michael Manuel 
Adrian Marrero Alvarez 
Patrick Mccarthy 
Amaya Mcgee 
John Medina 
Elayna Mitchell 
Ninimbe Mitchell 
Mohamed Mohamed 
Natalia Montilla 
Jabril Moore 
Ngoyi Mpaka 
Muhialdain Muhialdain 
Shamsa Mukoma 
Aydan Murphy-Stanley 
Madina Musa 
Sophie Nash 
Ashley Nelson 
Sarah Nguyen 

Breana Nieves Vergara 
Sylvere Nshimiye 
Philicia Nyumah 
Lilac O'Brien 
Orson O'brien 
Mustapha Oblie 
Elisabeth Osei-Kwame 
Rehema Osmani 
Cer Par 
Ni Par 
Arianna Paradine 
Serafina Parus* 
Audria Payne 
Marcel Perez 
Taylor Pettiford 
Elijah Plvan-Franke 
Lashay Pressley 
Lucy Purnine 
Samixchha Raut 
Lytia Raymie 
Vincynthia Reeder 
Janae Roberts 
Ashanti Robinson 
Ke'ara  Rowser 
Aaron Ruiz 
Senid Salihovic 
Shayna Santarelli-
Hansen 
Sydney Schwab 

 
Aidan C. Franits 
College: Syracuse University 
Major: Electrical Engineering 
Reflection: High school was very different from middle school. 
The classes were a lot more advanced, which was no problem. 
However, high school was a lot more "clique-y" than middle school 
and it was hard for me to fit in. I didn't fit into one particular 
group, as most kids seemed to. On the plus side, however, I was 
able to take more classes that fit my interests, such as Physics and 
Digital Electronics. I also helped out quite a bit at school events, 
doing everything from making announcements to doing electronic 
projects for showcases.   
Ten years from now I hope to be a professional electrical engi-
neer and work for some engineering firm or electronics manu-
facturer in South Florida. 
 
Leah Tucker 
College: Emory University 
Major: International Relations/ Foreign affairs 
Reflection: Looking back at these past four years at Nottingham, I 
can honestly say that I would not be as successful as I am today, if 
I had gone to any other school. Nottingham has provided me with 
a great support system which has motivated me to continue chal-
lenging myself. My high school experience has taught me the true 
meaning of ambition and determination. It has taught me to al-
ways stay true to what you believe, even in the face of adversity. 
Its clear that the community at Nottingham works hard, to mold 
students into being the best version of themselves, no matter how 
much of a unique individual they may be. In the last four years  I 
have grown, and one reason is very much due to my experience at 
Nottingham.  Ten years from now I'll be a lawyer working to 
earn my J.D in pursuit of my life long dream of becoming a 
Supreme Court judge. I will also be using my new found 
knowledge to motivate, educate and uplift youth in the sur-
rounding community, especially young girls. I want to make 
sure that they have all the confidence in themselves 
to  make  their dreams become a reality, despite their circum-
stances.  

 

 
 



 

REFLECTIONS FROM NOTTINGHAM’S 
TOP 25 SENIORS 

 
Valedictorian-Eli Plvan-Franke -  
College: Occidental College 
Major: Urban and Environmental Policy 
Reflection: Nottingham will always be a part of me, and I will always 
be a part of it. Although as I head into this next chapter of my life, I 
will have to depart from the school, teachers, classrooms, and friends 
that have meant so much to me over the past four years, the things 
that will stay with me are the values that Nottingham has inculcated 
in me. The values of community, friendship, understanding, and toler-
ance were truly the most important things that I learned while at this 
school. Nottingham has helped me grow from a boy to a young man, 
and has prepared me for the world. It's impossible to express the 
amount of love and gratitude I have for the school and people that 
have guided me through these formative years of my life.  
 
 
 
Salutatorian-Ranya Shannon 
College: American University  
Major: International Relations  
Reflection: I would not be where I am today without Nottingham High 
School and the support that I’ve received from not only the staff but also 
the student body. Nottingham fosters a unique community composed of 
diverse students and a dedicated staff where difference is celebrated and 
unity is encouraged. I will never forget my years walking these halls and 
conversing with my peers developing friendships that will hopefully last a 
lifetime.  Ten years from now I hope to have already travelled around 
the world and hopefully settled somewhere new and exciting. By then I 
want to have a job at Seeds of Peace or some other NGO with a focus 
on dialogue and peace action.  

 
  

 
 

          
         
    

         

This award  recognizes  Nottingham students who       
successfully completed Syracuse University courses  

through Project Advance. 

    *Denotes SUPA Scholar Award recipients who have earned 24 or   
more Syracuse University credits through Project Advance. 
         

Ranya Shannon 
Rosis Sharma 
Leeban Shirwa 
Shaquasia Spencer 
Andrea Stout 
Mykolaj Suchy 
Ismet Suljic  
Robert Sweeney* 
Priscilla Tennant 
Latonya Thompson 
Katrina Tillapaugh 
Benjamin  Tinelli 
Anika Trinkaus 
Leah Tucker 
Kayla Turner 
Trent Turner 

Shantal Uwimana 
Julian Velandia 
Leonardo Veliz 
Aliyah Wade* 
Cason Wagner 
Angelina Walker 
Donte  Waller 
Jimmeshia Ware 
Larry Webb 
Xavier White 
Kathleen Willard 
Timothy Willard 
Aniyah Williams 
Khalil Williams 
Lateesha Williams 
Marquis Williams 
Nai-Raysia Williams 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Academy A 

Academic  Awards 

Ms. Jolene Todd– Leading Administrator 

 
Samar Al-Any 
 
 Max Newman Memorial Award in Science 
          Daughters of Liberty 
 
Sarah Bennett   
  
 American Psych. Association Excellence in        
 Psychology Award 
             
Fatuma Bile 
 
 Vernon Washington Memorial Academic            
 Excellence Award 
 
Ariel Bryant 
 
 Joanne Riddick Memorial Scholarship 
 Stephen Windheim Memorial Scholarship 
 
Joshua Butler 
 
 Academy A Senior Math Award 
 
Robert Edwards 
 
 Drama Award 
 Choral Service Award 
 
Collin Frodelius 
 
 Senior English Award 
 Red Cross High School Challenge Scholarship 
 Award 
 
Hae Kue Gay 
 
 Le Moyne College Liberty Partnership STEP 
 Award 
 

AP SCHOLAR 

These students have successfully completed    

Advanced Placement courses. 

 
DISTRIBUTED EDUCATIONAL CLUB OF 

AMERCA (DECA) 

These students have participated in DECA and 
competed in local, regional, and national         
competition. 
 

ACADEMY SUBJECT AWARDS 

These students excelled in the subject area for 

which they were awarded. 

 

Robert DiFlorio Scholarship  

The criteria for this award is : academic 
performance, community service, and college 
potential.  This award is given to one sen-
ior in the Syracuse City School District. 
 

Corey A. Hill Memorial Scholarship 

A monetary award given to a Nottingham 
graduate that currently is a baseball play-
er that will be attending college. 

 

  



 

JOANNE REDDICK MEMORIAL AWARDS  

This award was established in Ms. Reddick's name. These 
students need to be graduating seniors that show that 
they are committed to encouraging cultural awareness, the 
breaking down of stereotypes and the fair treatment of all 
people in our community.  

 

DRAMA AWARDS  

The Drama Award is presented to two seniors who are 
masters of the craft and who have unselfishly given of 
their time and talents to help their fellow students learn 
more, in order to perpetuate Nottingham's tradition of 
quality drama. 

 

CIVIC MINDEDNESS AWARD  

This award recognizes seniors that has distinguishes 
themselves for living a life of social studies in action.  
These seniors have given their time and effort in making 
the community a better place. 

 

SUPA SCHOLAR AWARD 

 

AP SCHOLAR WITH  HONOR 

These students have excelled in Advanced 

Placement  courses. 

 

 
 

Francesca Giardine 
 
 Excellence in SUPA Psychology Award 
 
Sara Hosheshi 
 
 Project Lead the Way 
 
Tanaw Htoo 
 
 Senior Science Award 
 
Kannha Huon 
  
 Academy A Senior Math Award 
 Le Moyne College Liberty Partnership Award 
 
Mirela Kasumovic 
 
 Vernon Washington Memorial Academic Excellence 

 Award 

 Daughters of Liberty 

 Senior Science Award 

 Senior Social Studies Award 
 
John Medina 
 
 Excellence in SUPA Psychology Award 
 
Johnny Nguyen 
 
 Project Lead the Way 
 
Serafina Parus 
 
 Laura Roberts Crawford Scholarship 
 
Audria Payne  
 Carroll Hennessy Scholarship 

 Big Brother/Big Sister Scholarship 

 Links Scholarship 



 

 
Elijah Plvan-Franke 
 
 James & Linda Ward Memorial Scholarship 
 NYS Scholarship for Academic Excellence  $1500 
 Academy A Senior Award English Award 
 Outstanding Senior in Social Studies Award 
 Academy A Catalyst Award 
 
 
Munia Ramiz 
 
 Senior ESL Award 
 
 
Sydney Schwab 
 
 Senior English Award 
 Drama Award 
 
 
Rosis Sharma 
 
 Le Moyne College Liberty Partnership Award 
 
 
Fatuma Subow 
 
 Senior ESL Award 
 
 
 
Ismet Suljic 
 Michael L Parker Memorial Award 
 
 
 

MAX NEWMAN MEMORIAL AWARD IN SCIENCE  

The Max Newman Memorial Award in Science is given annually 
in the memory of Mr. Newman, a former Nottingham science 
teacher, to the graduating student who exemplifies those      
qualities of unselfish devotion, high scholastic esteem, and a 
sincere love of their fellow person. The student also demon-
strates exceptional leadership in science and science activities.  
 

NOTTINGHAM BULLDOG PRIDE AWARD  

The Bulldog Pride award recognizes dedication 
and service to  Nottingham High School.  
 

MICHAEL L PARKER MEMORIAL AWARD  

The Michael L. Parker Award is given to a senior pursu-
ing higher education who has demonstrated the        
following qualities leadership, citizenship and school 
spirit. These traits were held in high regard by Mr. Par-
ker who exemplified these principles while at Notting-
ham. Mr. Parker was a Vice Principal at Nottingham High 
School.  
 

SUPA SCHOLAR AWARD 

These students have shown both high achievement and 
perseverance by earning fifteen or more Syracuse           
University credits through Project Advance. 

 

Police Benevolent Association 

 

“Obstacles are necessary for success because victory comes only 

after many struggles and countless defeats” 

       ~Og Mandino 

 
 



 

PRINCIPAL’S SENIOR AWARD 

These students have added value to the stu-
dents, staff, and community of Nottingham 
High School.  

 

ROTARY CLUB  

This award is given two seniors, one boy and one girl, that 
excel in academic achievement, high levels of personal 
commitment and self- motivation, and involvement in ex-
tracurricular activities and community affairs 

 

NYS SCHOLARSHIP FOR ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE  

The NYS Scholarship for Academic Excellence provides up to 
$1,500 per year for up to five years of undergraduate study in 
New York State and is awarded to outstanding NYS high 
school graduates. Awards are based on student grades in cer-
tain Regents exams.  

 

ONONDAGA COUNTY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION  

This award is given to a senior who has exhibited the high-
est level of scholarship in the field of history.  

 

NYS COMPTROLLER ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 

This award is for a graduating senior who has demonstrat-

ed leadership potential and a commitment to public service. 
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SONS & DAUGHTERS OF LIBERTY 

This award recognizes a senior who has exhibited 
strong spirit and Citizenship.    

 
Leah Tucker  
 
 Kelly Farmer Memorial Scholarship   
 NYS Scholarship for Academic Excellence $500 
 Onondaga Historical Society Award 
 Excellence in SUPA Psychology Award 
 Academy A Catalyst Award 
 Excellence in Spanish award 
 
Julian Velandia 

 

 Le Moyne College Liberty Partnership STEP Award 

 

   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
          
 “If you think in terms of a year, plant a seed; if in terms of 

ten years, plant trees; if in terms of 100 years, teach the 
people.” 

                                                          ~Confucius 

 



 

Academy B 

Academic  Awards 
Ms. Lynanne DeTore– Leading Administrator 

 

Hala Al Hallaq 

 Excellence in the Arts Award  

 

Benjamin Atkinson 

 Corey Hill Memorial Scholarship 

 

Elizabeth Buchanan 

 Sarah Theiner Scholarship 

 

Ryckaree Campbell 

 Michael L Parker Memorial Award 

 

Trufat Emanuel 

 Joanne Riddick Memorial Scholarship 

 NYS Scholarship for Academic Excellence $500 

 Academy B Catalyst Award 

 Senior Science Award 

 Senior English Award 

 Amelia Earhart Scholarship 

 

Sara Erdman 

 Vernon Washington Memorial Academic Excellence 
 Award 

 SUNY ESF Award 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PROJECT LEAD THE WAY (PLTW) 

These students have taken two or more of the PLTW classes   
offered at Nottingham High School. 

 

NATIONAL SOCIETY OF BLACK ENGINEERS 

These students have competed locally and nationally in math, 
science and robotics.  

 

VERNON WASHINGTON MEMORIAL ACADEMIC  
EXCELLENCE AWARD  
This award is presented annually to a senior student who 

demonstrates the qualities of patience, loyalty, perseverance, 

and dedication to academic excellence, which endeared Vernon 
Washington to the Nottingham Community. 
  

WEGMANS SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM  

The purpose of the Wegmans Scholarship Program is to encour-

age all employees to pursue their educational goals and to build 

a foundation for their future through strong work performance 

and high academic achievement.  

 

 ACADEMY CATALYST AWARD 

This award is given to a student that has demonstrated         
leadership in advancing the ideas and programs of their       
academy. 

 

 



 

Criteria for  

Senior Awards 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUTSTANDING SENIOR AWARDS 

These seniors have brought to life the values  

taught in our Community. 

 

  
  

 

 

 Dehabo Farah 

  Excellence in French Award 

 

 Aidan Franits 

  NYS Scholarship for Academic Excellence  $500 

  Academy B Senior Math Award 

  Senior Science Award 

  Smart Scholar Award 

 

 William Gorman 

  NYS Scholarship for Academic Excellence $500 

  Louis Armstrong Jazz Award 

  Academy B Catalyst Award 

  Choral Service Award 

 

 Alec Harris 

  Carroll Hennessy Scholarship 

  NYS Scholarship for Academic Excellence $500 

  NYS Civic Mindedness Award  

  Comptroller Achievement Award 

  National Society of Black Engineers Award 

  Smart Scholar Award 

  Links Scholarship 

    



 

 Sattare Kasimi 

  Academy B ESL Award 

 

 Kevin Kha 

  Carroll Hennessy Scholarship 

  NYS Scholarship for Academic Excellence $500 

  Smart Scholar Award 

 

 Kalpana Khatiwada  

  Senior ESL Award 

 

 Suzanne MacPherson 

  Excellence in SUPA Psychology Award 

 

 Elayna Mitchell 

  Excellence in Cinema Film Award  

 

 Sylvere Nshimiye 

  NYS Comptroller Achievement Award 

 

 Aaron Ruiz 

  Choral Excellence Award 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

        
 

 
 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

          

   

 

 Corryne Kamanda 

  Academy C Catalyst Award 

 

 Shukri Sharif 

  Appreciating Diversity Award 

 

 Abshir Yerow   

  Academy C Senior ESL A 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
“Education has opened many, many doors.  However, 
there are still innumerable doors shut tight—unopened 
yet.  These are the doors of the future.  Perhaps one of 
my    children will open one of these doors—I shall give 
them the key.” 
           ~Unknown 



 

 

Natalia Montilla-Acosta 

 Carroll Hennessy Scholarship 

 Vernon Washington Memorial Academic             

 Excellence Award 

 Big Brother/Big Sister Volunteer of the Year  

 Award 

 

Lilac O'Brien 

 Vernon Washington Memorial Academic            

 Excellence Award 

 Civic Mindedness Award 

 Excellence in French Award 

 

Samixchha Raut 

 Max Newman Memorial Award in Science 

 Academy C Senior Award Math  Award  

 Excellence in ESF Economics 

 Academy C Senior English Award 

 American Psychological Association Excellence in          

 Psychology Award 

 

 

 

 Ranya Shannon 

  NYS Comptroller Achievement Award 

  NYS Scholarship for Academic Excellence   
  $1500 

  Academy B Senior Math Award 

  John Philip Sousa Band Award 

  SUNY ESF Award 

              
 Lauren Shatraw 

  Frontiers of Science Enrichment Program 
 
          Mykolaj Suchy 

  NYS Scholarship for Academic Excellence $500 

  Academy B Senior English Award 

  Onondaga Historical Society Award 

  Smart Scholar Award 

  Social Studies Award  

 

 Truong Van Ho 

  Excellence in The Arts Award 

 

 Nairaysia Williams 

  Wegman's Scholarship 
 
 
 

“Education comes from within; you get it by struggle 
and effort and thought.” 

              ~Napoleon Hill 

              



 

Academy C 

Academic  Awards 
Mr. Kenneth Baxter– Leading Administrator 

 
Joshua Balela 
 Excellence in Cinema Award 
 
Keshab Bhattarai 
 Sons of Liberty Award 
 Academy C Catalyst Award 
 
Chyanna Canada 
 NYS Comptroller Achievement Award 
 Academy C Senior English Award 
 
Silvio Caroli 

 Max Newman Memorial Award in Science 

 Civic Mindedness Award 

 Academy C Senior English Award 

 Excellence in AP US Gov't & Politics Award 

 
Sierra DeAngelo 
 Excellence in SUPA Psychology Award 
 
Francis Forte 
 Sons of Liberty Award 
 Senior Science Award 
 
 
 
 

  
  
 
  
 Ema Furuya 
  Excellence in SUPA Psychology Award 
  Excellence in the Arts Award 
 
     
 Gretchen Horst 

  Jay Wilkins Memorial 
  Academy C Senior Math Award 
  Outstanding Senior in Social Studies Award     
  Excellence in the Arts Award 
 

        Aleh Hosheshi 
  NYS Scholarship for Academic Excellence $500 
  Senior Science Award 
  Excellence in Spanish Award 
 
         Nicholas Lozoponi 
  Frontiers of Science Enrichment Program 
 
         Tong Me 
  Academy C Senior ESL Award 
 
                 




